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Mehran Kamrava is Interim Dean of the Georgetown University School of Foreign Service in Qatar and Director
of the Center for International and Regional Studies. In addition to a number of journal articles, he is the author of
Revolution in Iran: The Roots of Turmoil (1990), The Political History of Modern Iran: From Tribalism to Theocracy (1992),
Revolutionary Politics (1992), Understanding Comparative Politics: A Framework for Analysis, 2nd ed. (2008), Democracy
in the Balance: Culture and Society in the Middle East (1998), Cultural Politics in the Third World (1999), Politics and Society
in the Developing World, 2nd ed. (2000), The Modern Middle East: A Political History since the First World War (2005), and
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James Onley (CIRS Senior Fellow, 2008—09) is former Director of the Gulf Studies programme and Senior Lecturer
in Middle Eastern History at the Institute of Arab and Islamic Studies, University of Exeter, England. He specializes
in the history, society, and culture of the Gulf Arab states. He holds a DPhil from the University of Oxford (2001),
where he studied at St. Antony’s College. He is the author of The Arabian Frontier of the British Raj: Merchants, Rulers,
and the British in the Nineteenth Century Gulf (Oxford University Press, 2007) and has articles/chapters in New Arabian
Studies (2004), Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa, and the Middle East (2004), Transnational Connections and the
Arab Gulf (2005), Journal of Social Affairs (2005), Maghreb—Machrek (2006), History and Anthropology (2006), The Guif
Family: Modernity and Kinship Policies (2007), and Asian Affairs (2009). He is the recipient of dissertation awards from
the Middle East Studies Association of North America (2001) and the British Society for Middle Eastern Studies
(2002). Before joining academia, Onley served in the Canadian Army for twelve years and was a UN peacekeeper in
Iraq at the end of the Iran-Iraq War.
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J.E. Peterson is a historian and political analyst specializing in the Arabian Peninsula and Gulf. He has taught at
various universities in the United States and has been associated with a number of leading research institutes in the
United States and abroad. Until 1999, he served in the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister for Security and Defence
in Muscat, Sultanate of Oman. Peterson is the author or editor of a dozen books, the most recent of which are Defense
and Regional Security in the Arabian Peninsula and Gulf, 1973-2004: An Annotated Bibliography (Gulf Research Center,
2006); Historical Muscat: An Illustrated Guide and Gazetteer (Brill, 2007); and Oman’s Insurgencies: The Sultanate’s Struggle
Sfor Supremacy (Saqi, 2007). He has also published some 40 scholarly articles in such journals and annuals as: American
Historical Review, American-Arab Affairs, Arabian Studies, Asian Affairs, Encyclopedia Britannica, Hoover Institution
Yearbook on International Communist Affairs, Middle East Journal, Middle East Policy, Orbis, RUSI/Brassey’s Defence
Yearbook, Survival, and Washington Quarterly, as well as over 20 contributions to edited works. Peterson is presently

working on a book on the recent history of Oman since 1970 and a modern history of Arabia.
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Fred H. Lawson is Rice Professor of Government at Mills College, where he has been teaching international relations
and Middle East politics since 1985. He is author of Social Origins of Egyptian Expansionism during the Mubammad
Ali Period (Columbia University Press, 1992); Why Syria Goes to War (Cornell University Press, 1996); Constructing
International Relations in the Arab World (Stanford University Press, 2006); and other studies of political economy and
foreign policy in the Middle East. He has held Fulbright lecturerships at the University of Aleppo (1992-93) and Aden
University (2001).
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Joseph Kostiner, is a Senior Research Fellow at the Moshe Dayan Center for Middle Eastern and African Studies and
is also an Associate Professor in the Department of Middle Eastern and African History at Tel Aviv University. He
previously served as the Chair of the School of History from 200-2004. He is author of The Struggle for South Yemen
(1984); South Yemens Revolutionary Strategy (1990); From Chieftaincy to Monarchical State: The Making of Saudi Arabia
1916-1936 (1993); Yemen: The Tortuous Quest for Unity, 1990-1994 (1996). Co-editor (with P.S. Khoury) of Tribes and
State Formation in the Middle East (1991). Editor of Middle East Monarchies (2000).
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Mohammed Ayoob is University Distinguished Professor of International Relations, Michigan State University.
A specialist on conflict and security in the Third World, his publications on the subject have included conceptual essays
as well as case studies dealing with South Asia, the Middle East, the Persian Gulf, and Southeast Asia. He has acted as
a consultant to the International Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty; the High Level Panel on Threats,
Challenges and Change appointed by the UN Secretary General; and the Ford Foundation. Ayoob has authored,
co-authored, or edited thirteen books and published about ninety research papers and scholarly articles in leading
journals such as World Politics, International Studies Quarterly, International Studies Review, Foreign Policy, International
Affairs, International Journal, Survival, Orbis, Asian Survey, World Policy Journal, Global Governance, Alternatives, Third
World Quarterly, Washington Quarterly, Middle East Policy, International Journal of Human Rights, Australian Journal of
International Affairs,and as chapters in edited volumes. His books include Zhe Politics of Islamic Reassertion (St. Martin's
Press, 1981), The Third World Security Predicament: State Making, Regional Conflict, and the International System (Lynne
Rienner Publishers, 1995), The Many Faces of Political Islam (University of Michigan Press, 2008), and Religion and
Politics in Saudi Arabia: Wahbabism and the State (Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2009).
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Daniel Byman is the Director of Georgetown’s Security Studies Program and the Center for Peace and Security
Studies as well as an Associate Professor in the School of Foreign Service. He is also a Senior Fellow with the Saban
Center for Middle East Policy at the Brookings Institution. He has served as a Professional Staff Member with the
9/11 Commission and with the Joint 9/11 Inquiry Staff of the House and Senate Intelligence Committees. Before
joining the Inquiry Staff he was the Research Director of the Center for Middle East Public Policy at the RAND
Corporation. Byman has also served as an analyst on the Middle East for the government. He is the author of 7he
Five Front War: The Better Way to Fight Global Jibad (Wiley, 2007); Deadly Connections: States that Sponsor Terrorism
(Cambridge, 2005); Keeping the Peace: Lasting Solutions to Ethnic Conflict (Johns Hopkins, 2002); and co-author of
Things Fall Apart: Containing the Spillover from the Iragi Civil War (Brookings, 2007) and 7he Dynamics of Coercion:
American Foreign Policy and the Limits of Military Might (Cambridge, 2002). He has also written widely on a range of

topics related to terrorism, international security, and the Middle East.
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F. Gregory Gause, I1I is professor of political science at the University of Vermont. From 1997 to 2008 he was also
director of the University’s Middle East studies program. He was previously on the faculty of Columbia University
(1987-1995) and was Fellow for Arab and Islamic Studies at the Council on Foreign Relations (1993-94). He has
published two books and numerous articles on the Arabian Peninsula. His forthcoming book, Zbe International Relations
of the Persian Gulf, will be published by Cambridge University Press in 2009.
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Steven Wright is an Assistant Professor in International Affairs at Qatar University. He was formerly based at
Durham University’s Institute for Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies as the Sir William Luce Research Fellow.
Wiright specializes on the Gulf states, with particular regard to Qatar and Bahrain. He was educated at the University
of London where he received a degree in social and political science, and at Durham University where he obtained a
Masters in International Studies and a Ph.D. in International Relations of the Gulf Region. His research is focused
on Qatar’s political economy and foreign relations. His publications include 7he United States and Persian Gulf Security
(Reading: Ithaca Press, 2007). “Fixing the Kingdom: Political Evolution and Socio-Economic Challenges in Bahrain”
(CIRS Occasional Paper No. 3, Georgetown University, SFS-Qatar, 2008).
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N. Janardhan is a UAE-based political analyst specializing in Gulf-Asia affairs. With a broad-based interest in the
socio-political developments of the Gulf region, his research areas include political reforms, education, media, labour
and international relations. With a PhD from the Centre for West Asian Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University in
New Delhi, Janardhan was editor of “Gulf in the Media,” and Program Manager of Gulf-Asia Relations, at the Gulf
Research Center in Dubai. He also worked with 7he Asian Age and The Gulf Today newspapers in India and the UAE

respectively, and with the Rome-headquartered Inter Press Service as well.
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Katja Niethammer is interim Director of the Institute for Islamic Studies at Hamburg University, where she is also a
professor specializing in Islamic Studies. Niethammer completed her Ph.D. in Islamic Studies at the Free University
of Berlin. From 2004-2008 she worked as a researcher at the German Institute for International and Security Affairs
(Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik, SWP), research group “Middle East and Africa.” Before this, Niethammer worked
as Academic Coordinator of the Interdisciplinary Center “Social and Cultural History of the Middle East” from
2001-2004, and as project manager for both the publishing group Georg von Holtzbrinck and the Berlin-based
House of World Cultures (Haus der Kulturen der Welt). She is the author of Political Reform in Bahrain: Institutional
Transformation, Identity Conflict and Democracy (Routledge, forthcoming), “Opposition Groups in Bahrain” in Ellen
Lust-Okar and Saloua Zerhouni (eds.), Political Participation in the Middle East (2008) Lynne Rienner, Boulder, Col. pp.
143-170; “The Paradox of Bahrain: Authoritarian Islamists Through Participation, Pro-Democratic Islamists Through
Exclusion?” In Muriel Asseburg (ed.), Moderate Islamists as Reform Actors. Conditions and Programmatic Change. SWP
Research Paper 4, Berlin, April 2007, pp. 45-54 and Political Reform in Bahrain: Institutional Transformation, Identity
Conflict and Democracy to be published by Routledge in 2010.
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Gerd Nonneman is Director of the IAIS’s Gulf Studies programme. After teaching Middle East politics and political
economy at Manchester and Exeter Universities, and a spell as Visiting Professor at the International University of
Japan, he taught International Relations and Middle East Politics at Lancaster University from 1993 to 2007, returning
at last to his ‘second home’, Exeter, in the summer of 2007 to take up his present position. He was a member of the
UKs 2001 national Research Assessment Exercise (RAE) panel on Middle Eastern Studies, and served as Executive
Director of the British Society for Middle Eastern Studies (BRISMES), 1998-2002. He is also an associate Fellow of
the Middle East Programme at Chatham House (Royal Institute of International Affairs), serving as the Programme’s
specialist on the Arab Gulf states.

Aside from his academic work, Nonneman has written for specialist political and economic analysis publications such as
the Economist Intelligence Unit and acted as a consultant to or worked with a range of companies, national and international
official institutions including the Foreign & Commonwealth Office, foreign ministries in Europe and elsewhere, the

European Commission, and various NGOs ranging from Amnesty International to the Bertelsmann Foundation.
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